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sense of the word they had distinctly ceased to
b3 Christians. But the Christian instinct was
still strong in all of them ; and they were
longing to set on a scientific basis convictions
which, they thought could be secure upon no
other, and which they were fully resolved they
would make secure somehow. It was to these
men especially that ' Ecce Homo' appealed ;
and to the religion which it formed, and sought
to foster in them, the author has since given
an extremely apposite name ; he has called it
Natural Christianity.

Now many people have thought, and many
people still think, that Natural Christianity is
to be the religion of the future ; nor, whatever
their opinion may be worth, are we able to call
it groundless. This new religion, vague and
shadowy as it seems to be, has gained in
comprehension what it has lost in defmiteness ;
and it may fairly claim amongst its professors,
some of the keenest of modern intellects. It
has been a moral refuge for sceptic after sceptic ;
and it has been of infinite comfort to them,
when assailed as atheists, in enabling them to
retort with a text from the New Testament.
It has given its own colour to Parisian Positi-